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Osman has given our country 36 sultans, great and little,
good and bad, but hitherto there has been known none so
pusillanimous as Vahideddin, who has now turned his
back upon the sepulchres of his ancestors, and is about
to start on who knows what adventures.''   The Assembly,
taking religious matters into its own hands, elected as
the new Khalif, Abdul Mejid Effendi, second son of the
late Sultan Aziz, who was judged the most acceptable
member of the family of Osman, a man of piety, and
whose paintings have been exhibited at the Galata Serai.
Interesting was the fact that at his induction into office,
prayers were said in Turkish rather than in Arabic,
another evidence of the nationalistic idea which was pre-
* vailing more and more strongly in the New Turkey.   At
\ the famous Jania Masjid Mosque at Delhi and at other
Indian mosques, special Friday prayers were offered for
the new Khalif and for the continued success of Mustafa
Kemal Pasha.)
i The engineers of the nationalistic movement now
entered the Peace Conference stage. In England, Pre-
mier Lloyd G-eorge, who was probably as responsible as
any one man for winning the World War, was defeated
in a general election, mainly because of his Near Eastern
policy. He was the last of that group of great men,—
Wilson, Orlando, Clemenceau and Venizelos,—who could
stand the afterwar reaction as expressed through popu-
lar vote. The new British ministry, with Mr. Bonar Law
as prime minister, retained as its secretary for foreign
affairs Lord Curzon, who had been exceedingly influen-
tial in the determination of British foreign policy,
although many acts which fell within his jurisdiction
had been handled independently and unbeknown to him
by Mr. Lloyd George and his secretariat. Lord Curzon,
the chief British delegate to the first Lausanne Confer-
ence, was also the outstanding Allied figure during the
deliberations between the now victorious Turks and the

